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Palace of Versailles to Turgot's lodging. The Minister received
the announcement " with surprise and mortification.'* He at
once left Versailles and retired to a friend's house in the country.
The King sent after him the offer of a pension. Turgot declined
in a dignified letter, adding that, as Minister, he had frankly
informed the King of the dangers which he believed to exist.
" I hope that time will not justify me, and that your reign will
be as happy and as tranquil, for yourself and your people, as
your principles of justice and benevolence hold out the pros-
pect of it." After this Turgot never again spoke a word of
criticism. He died in 1781, at the age of fifty-four, while the
collapse, which he had long foreseen, was still from year to
year deferred.
When Turgot was dismissed madness seemed to descend
upon the French Government. Through family influence
Bernard de Clugny, intendant of Guienne, a corrupt, extrava-
gant, and debauched official, was made Controller-General.
The corvees and the guilds were by royal edict restored. Thus,
within three months, practically all that Turgot had laboured
for and accomplished was undone. Clugny died of fever,
brought on by his debauches, on October 18, 1776, having
ruined the financial credit of France. Then two honest men
were appointed to share the controllership, Taboureau de
Reaux, former intendant of Valenciennes, and Jacques Necker,
a banker, who had on several occasions lent money to the
Government and had also given it good advice. Everybody
respected Necker. He was one of the richest men in France,
and preserved the simple, straightforward manners and habits
of the Protestant Geneva citizen that he was, although he
lived in a grand Paris Mtel, and his wife had one of the most
brilliant and fashionable salons. For the last four years (1772-
1776) he had been retired from active business, and gave all
his attention to literature and to politics. He represented the
Republic of Geneva at Paris. In order that he could be made
" Director-General of the Royal Treasury," the laws against
heretics had to be suspended. The situation must have been
jndeed desperate to make the proud, ancient monarchy and